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SUBJECT: ASEAN-U.S. CONSULTATIONS 
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1. SUMMARY: SOUNDINGS PAST WEEK INDICATED THAT INDONESIANS 

ARE NOW PREPARED SUPPORT ASEAN INITIATIVE TOWARD CONSULTATIONS 
WITH USG. END SUMMARY. 

2. IN THE COURSE OF INDONESIAN INDEPENDENCE DAY CEREMONIES 
17 AUGUST. I APPROACHED TRADE MINISTER RADIOUS PRAWIRO AND 
MENTIONED TO HIM INDICATIONS WE HAD RECEIVED FROM OTHER 
CAPITALS THAT ASEAN COUNTRIES, NOT EXCEPTING INDONESIA, 

WOULD WELCOME RENEWAL OUR EXPRESSION OF WILLINGNESS TO 
CONSULT ON MATTERS FOR MUTUAL CONCERN. I OBTAINED HIS 
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CONSULTATIONS BETWEEN ASEAN AND U.S. 

3. THIS REINFORCES SIGNAL OBTAINED IN CONVERSATION WITH 
DEPLU'S ASEAN STAFF CHIEF UMARJADI ON OCCASION OF CODEL 
WOLFF VISIT, WHICH WAS FIRST UNEQUIVOCALLY FAVORABLE SIGN 
SINCE OPEC EXCLUSION FEATURE OF OUR GSP BECAME AN ISSUE 

IN INDONESIA. IN RESPONSE CONGRESSMAN SIMON'S EXPRESSION 
OF INTEREST IN ASEAN, UMARJADI SPONTANEOUSLY COMMENTED ON 
POTENTIAL BENEFIT OF SUCH CONSULTATIONS, ADDING THAT PROBLEM 
ARISING FROM OPEC EXCLUSION COULD BE DISCUSSED ELES WHERE. 

4. NEITHER MINISTER RADIUS NOR UMARJADI INDICATED WHAT 
CONTENT HE THOUGHT THE TALKS MIGHT HAVE.BUT UMAJRJADI AD- 
VANCED THE IDEA - WITH WHICH USG MAY AGREE - THAT IT WOULD 
BE WELL TO PREARRANGE SUBSTANTIVE AREA OF DISCUSSIONS AS WELL 
AS USG ACCEPTANCE OF ASEAN INVITATION. 

INDONESIANS, AT LEAST. WOULD BE RESPONSIVE TO USG SUGGESTIONS 
AS TO "AGENDA" AND IN FACT RADIUS ASKED ME WHAT WE 
HAVE IN MIND REGARDING AGENDA, TIMING AND LEVEL. 

5. ON BASIS THIS EVIDENCE, EMBASSY NO LONGER SEES NEED 
FOR PARTICULAR CAUTION ABOUT INDONESIAN SENSITIVITIES IN 
REAFFIRMING OUR WILLINGNESS TO CONSULT WITH ASEAN 
COLLECTIVELY ON MATTERS OFMUTUAL CONCERN. PRESUME MY REPLY 
TO RADIUS SHOULD BE THAT WE HAVE INDICATED AN INTEREST TO 
ASEAN COUNTRIES BUT ARE NOW AWAITING GROUP'S SPECIFIC 
PROPOSALS. 

6. ACTION REQUESTED: INSTRUCTION ON WHAT I SHOULD REPLY 

TO RADIUS PRAWIRO AND ON HOW DEPARTMENT INTENDS FOLLOW UP 
WITH ALL ASEAN COUNTRIES. ASSUME WE SHOULD SAY THE SAME 
THING TO ALL SIMULTANEOUSLY. 
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